
History of Forensic Science (Sharafi) 

Jigsaw Discussion: Forensic Experts 
 

Readings: Do the reading assigned to you by name. A scan of your reading will be posted on our 
course website. A paper copy will also be distributed in class one week before our jigsaw discussion 
(as laptop use is not allowed in class, you may want to bring the paper copy with your for our 
discussion):  

 Group A: [list student names 1, 2, 3, 4] 
 Sydney Smith, Mostly Murder (Toronto: Clarke, Irwin & Co., 1960), 52-70 (Ch.4: Adventures in 

Egypt) 
 Group B: [list student names 5, 6, 7, 8] 
 Thomas T. Noguchi, Coroner (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1983), 54-86 (Ch.3: Medical 

Examiner’s Case No.81128. Marilyn Monroe) 
 Group C: [list student names 9, 10, 11, 12] 
 Zakaria Erzinclioglu (AKA Dr. Zak), Maggots, Murder, and Men: Memoirs and Reflections of a 

Forensic Entomologist (New York: Thomas Dunne Books, 2000), 22-48 (Ch.2: The Nature of 
Evidence) 

 Group D: [list student names 13, 14, 15, 16] 
 Walter Borden, Wild Justice: Memoir of a Forensic Psychiatrist  
 (N. Charleston: Independent, 2017), xi-xiii, 33-57 (Ch.5: Eve, Ch.6: Beth, Ch.7: Crystal) 

 
Instructions:    

1. Do your assigned reading before class. You should be prepared to explain it to classmates 
who have not done this reading. (Those who fail to do the reading will be asked to 
participate only as observers, as they will not be in a position to present their reading to 
others.) Identify a total of two different (and fairly short) passages from your readings that 
fit into two different categories: 

 I agree with this or can relate to it. 
 I disagree with this or have doubts about it.  
 I have a question about this.  

 
2. Form home groups. Meet with the others who did the same reading (Group A, B, C, or D).  

a. Introduce yourself, then take turns (max. 3 minutes each) sharing the passages you 
have identified.  

b. As a group, discuss the following questions:  
 How would you describe your expert and their cases? 
 What are the most important themes of your reading?  
 What did you find most interesting? Most disturbing?  

 
3. Form expert groups. Each of these groups contains at least 

one member of each home group, such that every reading is 
represented by at least one person (=A, B, C, D in each group). 
Assign the role of timekeeper to one person.  

a. Introduce yourself, then take turns (max. 3 minutes 
each) explaining the material you read to the rest of the group.  

b. Discuss as a group:  
 What key challenges have forensic experts faced?  
 Have these differed across time, place, or field (for example, toxicology, psychiatry, 

etc.)?  
 What insights and lessons can we take away from these memoirs? 
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4. Full-class discussion:  

a. Share your jigsaw group’s thoughts (the instructor will randomly ask one person 
from each group to sum up).  

b. Discuss 3b. as a class, particularly the last question:  
What insights and lessons can we take away from these memoirs? 


